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Ben Linder, 777/777-8F Chief Project Engineer, Boeing Commercial Airplanes, The Boeing Compa-
ny

Ben Linder is Vice President, 777 and 777-8F Chief Project Engineer (CPE) within Boeing Commercial
Airplanes (BCA). Ben is responsible for overall product integrity and safety of 777 airplanes and the overall
development of the 777-8F. Ben leads the engineering team in meeting design requirements, authorizes
design changes and airplane configurations, and assures design quality and regulatory compliance.

Ben received his Bachelor of Science in Aeronautical and Astronautical Engineering from Purdue
University, his Master of Science in Aeronautics and Astronautics Engineering from the University of
Washington, and his Master of Business Administration from Seattle University.

Ben is involved with the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA), American Society for
Engineering Education (ASEE), and formerly with Snohomish County Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math (STEM) Executive Board. Ben enjoys continuous learning in the areas of aviation, international
business, and engineering.

Laurent Azoulai, Executive Expert, Traffic Management Communication and Navigation (CNS),
Airbus, & Chair, ICCAIA CNS/ATM Committee

Laurent Azoulai is Executive Expert, Traffic Management Communication and Navigation (CNS) at Airbus
with 29 years of experience in Engineering of Defense and Civil Systems in the domain of Communication,
Navigation, Surveillance for Civil & Military Aircraft, Helicopters and Ground Vehicles.

He is involved in Standardization at ICAO, as the ICCAIA advisor to the Navigation Systems Panel and
Frequency Spectrum Management Panel. He is the ICCAIA CNS/ATM Committee Chair for 2026 and
2027.

Todd Walter, Research Professor, Department of Aeronautics and Astronautics,
Stanford University

Todd Walter received his Ph.D. from Stanford University in 1994. He is a Research Professor in the
Department of Aeronautics and Astronautics at Stanford University where his research focuses on
implementing high-integrity satellite navigation systems. He is currently working on multi-frequency,
multi-constellation precise guidance systems, as well as how to protect them from deliberate
interference.

He has received the Institute of Navigation’s Thurlow and Kepler awards, where he is also a Fellow and
has served as its President.
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Valeriu Vitan, Senior Expert, Navigation Infrastructure, Eurocontrol

Valeriu Vitan obtained a master’s degree in Avionics Engineering from the Faculty of Aerospace
Engineering at the Polytechnic University of Bucharest in 1989. He began his career at ROMATSA,
Romania’s air navigation service provider, specialising in navigation infrastructure.

Since 2009, he has served as a Senior Navigation Infrastructure Expert in EUROCONTROL’s CNS Unit.
In this role, he has led and contributed to major initiatives to optimise ground-based navigation
infrastructure and advance future navigation technologies.

He also supports the development and maintenance of navigation system standards through his
participation in the ICAO Navigation Systems Panel, EUROCAE WG-107, EUROCAE WG-85/RTCA SC-
227, and EUROCAE WG-134/RTCA SC-245.

MODERATOR: Nina Brooks, Executive Vice President, ICCAIA

Nina Brooks is Executive Vice President and Permanent Representative of ICCAIA to the International
Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAQ). In this role, she represents the interests of the aerospace
manufacturers and service providers, actively participating in the activities of ICAO including the Air
Navigation Commission, Council, high level meetings and events. Nina has extensive experience in
aviation, in particular innovation and new technologies, safety, security, facilitation and cybersecurity.

Nina is passionate about bringing new talent into aviation and aerospace and is Past-Chair of the Global
Aviation and Aerospace Skills Taskforce (GAAST), addressing current and future workforce challenges.

Part of the ICAO ecosystem in Montreal for nearly twenty years, Nina has previously held roles in
Security, Facilitation and Innovation at ACI World and IATA. Her aviation career started at Virgin Atlantic
Airways in the UK, in the Government Affairs Team. Nina has a background in project management and
information technology.




